VILLAGE of SUTHERLAND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Regular Meeting

March 14, 2012


The Village of Sutherland Board of Trustees held a Regular Meeting on March 14, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Village of Sutherland Meeting Room, located at 1200 First Street, Sutherland, Nebraska. Notice of this meeting was given by posting notice in four public places, the designated method by the Village Board of Trustees. An agenda for this meeting was kept continuously current and available for inspection at the Office of the Village Clerk.  Members present upon roll call were; Dareld Blake, Sandy Conrad, Steve Seifer, and James Bliss. Absent at roll: Larry Meyer Also present were; Village Attorney Phil Pierce, Village Engineer Tom Werblow, Village Utility Superintendent Ken Gibbons, Village Deputy Clerk Heather Fast and Village Clerk Samantha Boggs.  Guests present were, Trenda Seifer, James Brunner, Steve Derr, Troy Rickett, Richard Chadwick and Randy Jochum.  If all the names are not included it is only by error and not signed in the guest book.

The Board of Trustees rise and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Vice-Chairman Seifer gives notice of the open meeting law poster and it’s location for public record.


Vice-Chairman Seifer recognizes a quorum is present and calls the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Conrad motions to waive the oral reading and approve the February 22, 2012 regular Meeting minutes as presented.  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Seifer, Bliss, Blake and Conrad.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.

Conrad motions to authorize Clerk Boggs to provide information to the public regarding the local option sales tax and local option municipal economic development act (LB840).  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Bliss, Blake, Conrad and Seifer.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Clerk Boggs informs the Board of the development on the website and that Maly Marketing will present the website to the Board at the March 28, 2012 regular Meeting.  No action taken.


Blake motions to approve Resolution 2012-03-01 increasing the trash rates effective April 1, 2012 as follows; residential toter $14.50, commercial toter $19.00, 1.5 yard commercial container $37.00, 2 yard commercial container $52.00, 3 yard commercial container $75.00, and 4 yard commercial container $100.00.  Seconded by Conrad.  Voting yes: Blake, Conrad, Seifer and Bliss.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.



Village Engineer Tom Werblow is present to discuss the cost to get water and sewer to the property owner on Union Street.  


The Trustees discuss the costs and direct Clerk Boggs to contact the property owner to discuss options and costs associated with the water and sewer proposal.


Superintendent Gibbons inquires about the U.P. Agreement and how far we are from closing on the deal.  


Attorney Piece informs the Board that the Railroad now wants an appraisal on the property they are purchasing from the Village and the purchase agreement will expire in April.


Village Engineer Werblow expresses his concerns with the State wanting the plans for the sewer lagoons if they change but he will not go any further until the Railroad moves forward.  No action taken.


Clerk Boggs informs the Trustees that she received a letter from the owner of 113 Walnut Street allowing the Village to hire a Structural engineer to inspect the property.  She also informs the Trustees that the certified letter that was sent to the property owner of the building at 910 First Street was not picked up.


Seifer motions to direct Brent Berkland, Structural Engineer for TC Engineering to inspect the property at 113 Walnut Street.  Seconded by Conrad.  Voting yes: Conrad, Seifer, Bliss, and Blake.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Attorney Pierce informs the Board that he was contacted by U.S. Cellular again concerning them leasing the Village tower by the Compost site and he is working with them on an agreement.  No action taken.


Volunteer Fire Department member Steve Derr was present to discuss the quotes for a new ambulance.  He informs the Trustees that due to rising costs it is impossible to purchase an ambulance for the $150,000.00 that was budgeted even with the trade in value of the old ambulance.  He asks the board to increase the amount allotted to $170,000.00.  

Conrad motions to increase the amount budgeted to purchase a new ambulance to $170,000.00.  Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Seifer, Bliss, Blake and Conrad.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Vice-Chairman Seifer adjusts the agenda to accommodate Chief Deputy Kramer.  Kramer reports that the Sherriff’s Office patrol hours to date are at 589.  No action taken.


Fire Chief Randy Jochum is present to discuss the Mutual Aid Agreement with the Board of Trustees.  He informs the Board that the attorney has reviewed the agreement and it is the same as it has been the previous years.


Conrad motions to approve the Mutual Aid Agreement and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Bliss, Blake, Conrad and Seifer.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried. 


Chief Jochum also informs the Trustees that four Fire Department Members are interested in attending Fire school and the cost to send these members is split with the Rural Fire Board and is in the budget.


Conrad motions to pay for half of the expenses to send four members to Fire School.  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Blake, Conrad, Seifer and Bliss.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: none.  Motion carried.


Chief Jochum would like to apply for the Nebraska Forestry grant for a thermal imaging camera and chainsaws that the Department needs in the amount of $10,000.00.  The matching fund grant requires a $2500.00 match from the Village and the Rural Fire Board.


Blake motions to authorize Fire Chief Randy Jochum to apply for the Forestry Matching Funds grant with the Villages portion of matching funds not to exceed $2500.00.  Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Conrad, Seifer, Bliss and Blake.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Blake motions to approve the Nuisance Abatement Agreement with West Central Nebraska Development District and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Seconded by Conrad.  Voting yes: Seifer, Bliss, Blake and Conrad.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


The Trustees discuss the cost to go back over other the other completed sections of the Nuisance Abatement map.  West Central would charge $60.00 an hour to go back over the sections.  No action taken.


Hospital Board member Jim Brunner is present to discuss the storm drains by the school and the past issues with flooding in that area. He discusses possible temporary solutions to the issue with the Board. He asks the Board to budget money in the future to permanently fix the drainage issue.

The Board of Trustees inform Mr. Brunner that they are aware of the concerns with flooding in the area and thank him for his time. They also inform Mr. Brunner that if the LB840 Local option sales tax passes by a vote of the people half of that money generated would go to infrastructure needs like the drainage issue. No action taken.


Vice-Chairman Seifer informs the Trustees that Muriel Clark has put together a timeline for the renovations of the old Saxton gas station with September 2012 as the proposed finish date.  No action taken.

Conrad motions to authorize Clerk Boggs to move forward with the welcome packages pursuant to state statute 13315.   Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Bliss, Blake, Conrad and Seifer.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Conrad motions to approve the advertising fees for businesses to advertise on the Village of Sutherland website.  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Blake, Conrad, Seifer and Bliss.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Conrad motions to set May 4th and 5th as the dates for the Keep Nebraska Beautiful Great American Cleanup in Sutherland and to pay the $50.00 membership fee.  Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Conrad, Seifer, Bliss and Blake.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


Superintendent Gibbons presents the pool chemical bid in the amount of $3626 and informs the Board that he needs approval before April first to get the discount.


Conrad motions to approve the pool chemical bid in the amount of $3626 plus freight for pool chemicals for the 2012 swim season.  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Siefer, Bliss, Blake and Conrad.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


The property owner that requested the new well has requested it be removed from the agenda.  No action taken.


Vice-Chairman Seifer tables the appointment of the Growth Committee members and setting the meeting dates.  No action taken.


Clerk Boggs informs the Trustees that RJ Meyer and Associates would like to conduct a work session to go over the 2010-2011 audit on March 21, 2012 at 10:00 am.  


Blake motions to approve the March 14, 2012 claims for approval in the amount of $47,222.74.  Seconded by Bliss.  Voting yes: Bliss, Blake, Conrad and Seifer.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


The Trustees gave their individual reports at this time.  They discuss the need for a building for a potential business that may come to town.  No action taken.  


Conrad motions to adjourn at 8:09 p.m.  Seconded by Blake.  Voting yes: Blake, Conrad, Seifer and Bliss.  Voting no: none.  Absent and not voting: Meyer.  Motion carried.


These minutes are set to be approved at the next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees March 28, 2012.

Steve Seifer, Vice-Chairman







 Board of Trustees, Village of Sutherland


[seal]





  Samantha Boggs, Clerk/Treasurer 
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